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September 13, 2005

The Honorable Fulton Sheen

Chairman, House Tax Policy Committee
1192 House Office Building

Lansing, M1 48909

Dear Chairman Sheen,

Thank you for your forbearance in the House Tax Policy Committee schedule and for allowing us
an opportunity to explain House Bill 4737 to your committee. There has been a letter circulated
by the Detroit Police Officers Association (DPOA) dated 9 September 2005 that is inaccurate.

The initial utility users tax law became Public Act 198 of 1970. This Act did not have any of my
proposed bill’s stricken language. After expiration in the 1970s, we allowed the City of Detroit
greater flexibility with regards to the Act, and the law worked fine.

The change made in 1990 was inadvisable in my humble opinion since the City of Detroit always
dedicated the full amount generated by the utility users tax to its police department, as is the case
today. The Legislature should not set the number of police officers, investigators or sergeants in
the City of Detroit. This is best left to the local officials.

The amended law did not establish revenues for collection, as alleged in the DPOA letter. Rather,
it prescribed how the revenues collected in excess of $45,000,000 would be handled. Note that
the number of Detroit police officers in 1984 was 3,530, which included, per the law’s directive,
sergeants, investigators and regular uniform police officers.

Attached also please find the chart of Detroit’s population since 1980 ... a copy of a letter of
support for House Bill 4737 from the Detroit Police Lieutenants and Sergeants Association ... a
copy of the budget adopted by the Detroit City Council in June ... and a copy of a resolution
supporting House Bill 4737 from the Detroit City Council.

Thank you in advance for your time and attention to this vital legislation.

For a Greater Detroit and Michigan,

George Cushingberry, Jr.
STATE REPRESENTATIVE
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Dear House Tax Policy Committee Menbers,

I am writing on behalf of the members of the Detroit Police
Lieutenants and Sergeants Association in support of House Bill
4737.

e

The purpose of this legislation is to capture every dollar from
the Utility Users Tax for the retention and hiring of police
officers in the City of Detroit. This is critical.

while the Detroit Police Lieutenants and Sergeants Association is
extremely troubled by the loss of personnel in the poélice -
department, we must do what we can to identify every source of
revenue to support our officers.

The Detroit Police Department cannct afford to lose $10 million
annually. To add this loss of revenue to an already dire *
financial situation would have & terrible impact on the Detroit
Police Department and Detroit Police Lieutenants and Sergeants
Asgociation.members.

I urge you to pass this legislation.

Sincerely,

7 |

James Gawlowski !
President
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Population of Detroit from 1980-2000
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